
THE SEMANTIC WEB
INTRODUCTION TO DIGITAL & COMPUTATIONAL 
METHODS IN THE HUMANITIES



“The Semantic Web is not a separate Web but an 
extension of the current one, in which information is 

given well-defined meaning, better enabling 
computers and people to work in cooperation.” 

Tim Berners-Lee et al. (2001). The Semantic Web.  
Scientific American, 284(5):34–43 



THE “TRADITIONAL” WEB

• HTML pages 

• Developed for the human user 

• Only minimal semantic markup of information 

• No relationships between “things”







THE SEMANTIC WEB

• Software agents 

• Retrieve information from the web 

• Analyze information to make decisions 

• Web services



ONTOLOGIES

• Hierarchy of concepts in a domain 

• Specify properties of concepts 

• Specify how concepts relate to each other 

• Can be difficult in the humanities



RESOURCE DESCRIPTION 
FRAMEWORK (RDF)

• Form of XML 

• Common format 

• Information is encoded as triples 

• Relies on URIs




